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1.0 Introduction  

Williamson Water & Land Advisory  commissioned Geometria Ltd to undertake an 
archaeological assessment on behalf of the Te Tai Tokerau Water Trust, of the 
proposed new Aratapu  Water Storage Reservoir at Aratapu , south west of Dargaville . 
A number of archaeological sites are recorded in the immediate vicinity  of the 
proposed works, an even larger number are recorded in the area,  and coastal 
Northland has a high archaeological site density in general.  

Under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA, previously the 
Historic Places Act 1993),  all archaeological sites are protected from any modif ication, 
damage or destruction except by the authority of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga.  

This report uses archaeological techniques to assess archaeological values and does 
not seek to locate or identify wahi tapu or other places of cultural or spir itual 
significance to Maori. Such assessments may only be made by Tangata Whenua, who 
may be approached independently of this report for advice.  

Likewise, such an assessment by Tangata Whenua does not constitute an 
archaeological assessment and permission to undertake ground disturbing activity on 
and around archaeological sites and features may only be provided by Heritage New 
Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and may only be monitored or investigated by a qualified 
archaeologist approved through the archaeological authority process.  

1.1 The Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014  

Under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA; previously the 
Historic Places Act 1993)  all archaeological sites are protected from any modif ication, 
damage or destruc tion  except by the authority of the Historic Places Trust. Section 6 
of the HNZPTA defines an archaeological site as:  

" any place in New Zealand, including any building or structure (or part of a 
building or structure), that �³  

(i) was associated with human  activity that occurred before 1900 or is 
the site of the wreck of any vessel where the wreck occurred before 
1900; and  

(ii)  provides or may provide, through investigation by archaeological 
methods, evidence relating to the history of New Zealand; and  

(b) �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���V�L�W�H���I�R�U���Z�K�L�F�K���D���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�D�G�H���X�Q�G�H�U���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������µ 

To be protected under the HNZPTA an archaeological site must have physical remains 
that pre -date 1900 and that can be investigated by scientific archaeological 
techniques . Sites from 1900 or post -1900 can be declared archaeological under 
section 43(1) of the Act .  

If a development is likely to impact on an archaeological site, an authority to modify 
or destroy this site can be sought from the local Heritage New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga offic e under section 44 of the Act . Where damage or destruction of 
archaeological sites is to occur Heritage New Zealand  usually requires mitigation.  
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Figure 7: NS1. 

 

Figure 8: NS 2, 3 and 4.  
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Figure 11:   

 

Figure 12:  SO 2904 (1882). 


































































